THE HYPE:

A great one quiver board, the 131 is ideally
suited for larger and taller riders, or for light
wind conditions. The 131 will allow riders to
push the limits and thrives on power moves
and freestyle: both worlds in one! And,
because of its length, it also kills it in the
waves. This board offers better pop than the
‘o6 model and a softer feeling under foot
due to the flex control tips and is structurally
reinforced with a composite F5. core, which
is kite loop proofl

TEST TEAM NOTES:

WILL: Graphics were all a little crazy for my
liking...and the praying mantis hasn't got me
just yet...but | suppose there's stjll time! |
thought the overall finish was good though,
seemed pretty tough and the straps and
pads were comfortable.

GEORGE: Mever judge a book by the bright
blue bug on its cover! This is a very
comfortable twin-tip.

NEAL: The ride guality felt like the
construction: not bad, but not special in any
one department, but it did feel like a good
all-rounder because of it. | just thought there
was a little too much flex running throughout
the board, making it feel a little heavy when
you were trying for pop, but that did mean it
soaked up the lumps and bumps well.
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“NEVER JUDGE A BOOK BY THE BRIGHT BLUE BUG ON ITS COVER! THIS IS A VERY COMFORTABLE TWIN-TIP:” - GEORGE

GEORGE: Yeah it's got the most amount of
flex |'ve come across, it was hugely bendy. It
did really soak up the chop and didn't jar
your legs at all, but you could feel the board
running over everything in a wobbly way,
and funnily enough, it wasn't uncomfortable,
just different.

NEAL: Wasn't bad for pop, you could just
feel the flex taking on the load. Maybe the
lighter riders would like the feel of this
size and get more response from the flex,
it would be easier for them to turn, slide
and pop it; bigger riders should go for a
bigger size.

WILL: The pads and straps were really
comfortable and | thought it was a good all-
rounder for most riders. Carved well and
dealt with whatever you threw at it. Wasn't
overly aggressive, which makes it user
friendly for most riders out there. | think it's
for someone who's light on their feet and
looking for one board for all occasions.

SUMMARY:

A good all-round board of decent, robust
construction, although just a tad too flexible
throughout for any real heavyweight pop.

SIZES: 122 x 36, 127 X 37.5, 131 X 40, 135
X 47.5Cm
www.skywalkerkiteboards.com

Plenty to choose from in the various
twin-tips this year, even in just the ten
boards we had here.

We've tried to highlight that although
the board you're itching to buy and
swagger down to the beach with tucked
casually under your arm because it's the
one all the pros ride, might not
necessarily be the correct choice for you.
There are plenty more seductive designs
out there.

Cabrinha, Fanatic, Airush, Nobile, North
and Naish have all produced really use-
able all-round designs that riders of
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virtually any level could jump on and
have fun with. The differences between
them are a lot to do with personal
preference and then narrowing down the
focus of your riding.

Stepping on from there are the Mobile
666 and the RRD sX that really bridge
the gap well between intermediate and
expert, coping seamlessly with the needs
of every rider.

And- finally the North Cesar pro...

a specimen aimed solely at those with
pure freestyle intent.
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